
 

W menet 
 

 

Our Dear Members, Subscribers, Church Partners and Friends,  

Shalom to you amid the continuous COVID-19 pandemic that has impacted the world. I hope and 

pray this Womenet finds you healthy and strong as long as our lives need to co-exist with the 

outbreak of the Coronavirus. We also pray the lockdown imposed in many countries can be lifted in 

the near future and more importantly the pandemic will be under control.    
AWRC Resources of Publications                                                

Firstly, we would like to say a sincere thank you to the Church of South India (CSI), Synod 

Secretariat in Chennai for providing the space to house the stocks of 

AWRC publications free of cost for almost two years. Our genuine 

thanks also to the General Secretary Dr. Rathnakara Sadananda, who 

signed the official authorization documentation needed for the 

shipping and provided the human resources for moving of stocks 

twice! Without the helping hand of the previous Coordinator Jessica 

Richard, the shipment of the AWRC publications would not have 

been accomplished. We thank you for all the assistance needed and 

given in time on India’s end, so we were able to calculate and sort 

out our resources box after box. 

AWRC Office as well as Library                                                    

Here is a glimpse of the AWRC office/Library in Taiwan - do pay us a visit and view the resources. 
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Update the Database of Members and Subscribers  

Honestly speaking, it is a great joy to hear and receive news from many of you individually. While 

we have been trying to update the database of our members and subscribers, we have come to realize 

that there are emails no longer being used by some of you. We, therefore, have tried to contact you 

through friends you might know and physical address which can reach you, but we heard no further 

news. We are hoping to rebuild our database by updating current existing list and reaching out to new 

members. When you “see” this news, please double check whether you have received our recent Call 

for Papers via email and iGi by air mail. If not, kindly say Hi to me or Paulili, so we can review and 

update your records.  

 

Three Consecutive Meetings in early December 

a. Feminist Workshop: Introductions to Doing Feminist Theology 

We held a Feminist Workshop at Jin Shan Manresa Centre of Spirituality in Chang Hua, Taiwan 

during 5-7 December 2019. We were so honored to have Limala Longkumer, Hisako Kinukawa 

and Christina Wong as our Resource 

People. In addition, we were grateful 

for having Ting Jin Yong as facilitator 

and Ni Ling Lin in charge of the 

morning devotions. There were 18 

participants in total from 8 different 

Asian Countries- India, Sri Lanka, 

Myanmar, Malaysia, Thailand, Japan, 

Hong Kong and Taiwan.  

 

 

In the opening session, Limala, guided us to go deeper to the essence of the Asian Women 

Doing Theology: Past, Present, and Future Challenges. 

Participants had a glimpse of Asian Feminist Theology in a very 

short time. This was followed by a Bible Study: Life and Its 

Fullness. (Re-reading the widow’s offering with feminist 

perspective). Participants were invited to go beyond the traditional 

understanding of the story from an individual widow to an 

oppressive system. Then in group discussion questions were raised 

such as “Are there any stories like a poor widow in our individual 

societies? -A victim of oppressive unjust society?”  

Three staff in preparation for the workshop 
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Afterwards, Hisako methodically led the group Bible reading on the focus of Mary Magdalene 

with feminist perspectives. Different impressions as well as stereotypes of Mary Magdalene were 

recalled and retold among participants. However, each participant was reminded to find out the 

answers by looking into where 

and what is exactly written in 

the Bible about Mary 

Magdalene. In addition, 

participants were guided to read 

the gospels with a clearer 

understanding, for example, the 

location of the woman, the 

intention of the book/writers 

and the context of the story, etc. 

All these made this Bible study 

into an exploration of numerous 

excitements, as shown on the faces of the participants.  

 

The last session was presented by Christina on Say No to Violence!? A 

Reflection from #ProtestToo to God-Talk. Christina briefed the 

traditional theological interpretation on the book of Nahum, and 

pinpointed the problematic metaphor in the book from the feminist 

interpretation. Participants were required to rethink: Do we want to 

justify any violence against women? Do we accept divine violence? 

 

During feedback, we heard responses from Hsiu We Kao, as a lay person among all participants. 

She expressed, “Although I could hardly understand all sessions in this workshop due to 

theological terminology, this workshop made me realize Feminist theology is not something only 

for women, but something can bring justice and work for all human beings.”(Ya Yun) Grace 

Cheng shared her vision at the end of the workshop “to allow all creations to be what they are 

meant to be.”   
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b. Editorial Advisory Committee (EAC) Meeting 

It is the very first time for the majority of the EAC members to meet 

one another in person- the EAC members have worked and 

corresponded with one another only via emails for four years. The 

gathering together indeed provided the opportunity for everyone to get 

to know who we are working with and made the decision process 

regarding iGi themes for the forthcoming years more efficient and 

concrete. Issues discussed were the Womenet, revision of the 

Guidelines to the Writers and Guest Editors, iGi pdf files, iGi 

themes, Guest Editors and terms for the EAC members. 

Sincere appreciation to the current EAC members Eunice, 

Limala and Hisako as well as Ting Jin’s presence and 

contributions! 

 

c. Coordinating Team Member (CTM) Meeting  

AWRC is a collective work among the coordinator and the CTM, and CTM is formed from the 

elected representatives of five sub-region districts of Asia. Our 2019 CTMs are composed of 

Sonia George, India (first from right of the photo), Nelun Gunasekera, Sri Lanka (second/right), 

Wai Yin Christina Wong, Hong Kong (third/right), Hisako Kinukawa, Japan (fourth/right), Ni 

Ling LIN, Taiwan (second left first row) and Htoo Htoo Naw, Myanmar (middle/first row). It 
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was surely a tight schedule and work for the CTM meeting. We completed the agenda, including 

very important tentative planning for three to five-year period, in addition to the revision of the 

AWRC pamphlets. Luckily, we could still see everybody beamed with sunshine on their faces 

on a chilly winter day. Eun Joo 

Kim, Korea and Yoke Heng 

Woon, Malaysia sent their 

apologies for not being able to 

join us this time. Many thanks for 

the genuine support, hard work 

and contributions of all the 2019 

CTM. AWRC can only keep her 

pace moving forward with Asian 

Women because of your 

collaboration.  

 

Preview: 2020 South East Asia (SEA) Feminist Theology Workshop 

Due to lack of finance, the SEA workshop has been postponed for years. However, the CTM 

appreciates and values the need so we are pleased to announce our very first workshop abroad is 

SEA workshop. The budget is approved; furthermore, we thank 

Htoo Htoo (left in the picture) for her 

willingness to take the leading role of 

organizing local friends and securing suitable 

venue in Myanmar. Of course, we are aware 

of the uncertainty with the impact of 

COVID-19 pandemic. Let us pray and hope 

for the best for the empowerment of women gathering from SEA 

countries.  

 

AWRC needs YOUR support  

Going through hurdles of relocation, AWRC in Taiwan has begun to face different 

challenges as any NGO would experience. It is sadly true that our financial 

support from church partners are getting reduced year after year, as they are also 

experiencing the decline in both their financial and people resources. AWRC may 

not avoid or escape herself from such reality; however, without enough essential amount of operation 

fee we can barely move ahead, let alone make strides for propaganda of AWRC.  
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AWRC has already been reaching out to local churches to share our visions, programmes and fund 

raising in Taiwan. Some churches may not easily open their doors for us, while others, recognizing 

the importance of our resource platform for the Asian Women, welcome us with opened arms.  

 

“Little Light Project” we would like to request your kind consideration to support 

AWRC financially. We warmly invite each individual member/subscriber to give a small 

donation in support of the programmes and maintenance of AWRC–each and every gift 

toward the “Little Light Project,” will keep the flames of our ministry burning brightly. 

Although the reduced budget results in big impact to the AWRC, we believe your 

individual donations will be big support and strength to the AWRC.  

Through donating and passing a Little Light you will help pave the way for AWRC to shine on 

others. We deeply believe AWRC will carry on moving forward as long as each and every one of us 

work hand in hand from now on.  

HOW to Support/Make Donation: 

You may make your contribution through PayPal online, if you have a credit card. 

First step, go to PayPal website (www.PayPal.com) to register with your email.  

Second, with smart phone you can scan QR Code on the right.  

Third, simply write down the amount you wish to donate to the AWRC.  

Fourth, you made your donation successfully.  

Donations can also be made through wire transfer.  

Name of the Bank: E. Sun Commercial Bank, Ltd., Taipei, Taiwan                                                                                       

Name of the Account: Asian Women’s Resource Centre for Culture and Theology              

Number of the Account: 1300-879-078206     Swift Code:  ESUNTWTP                                                             

We thank you for your continuous prayer, support, concern and generosity of small donation to the 

AWRC! 

Chan Hsiu Yin (Showin) 

AWRC Coordinator 


